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PORTO RICO, THE FAIR

BEAUTIFUL ISLAND RLESSED DY
NATURE, OI'PRESSED BY SPAIN,

Do We Want the Bright Gem of the
Antilles=Despernte Efforis Have
Been Made to Throw O the
Galling Spanish Yoke,

One of the Important questions de-
mending attention 1= the disposition ‘of ]
the lIsland of Porta Rico, The healthlest
of the Antilles and admirably adapted by

fon for an outlving naval
+ It is more t} probiahle thnt jis
on by the United tes will D
settlement of the

s Firatogic pos
BLi
ELA e

discussed as the wisest
Uoubles of the Island.
The Spanish minister to the United

|

fighting the Spanish regulars were vietori-
ous and the leaders of the rebols, Dr, Ra-
mon E. Betanees, now of Parls, wus cap-
tured, n= was alko J. J. Henna. gince a
New York physiclan, then a young Porto
Ricran 18 years of age.

Al prisoners were sentenced to be shot
on November 4. 1565. On November 8 news
island of the overthrow of
sabiclla and political prisonars were
r Later they were banis 5

These exiles, dwelling in many different
countries. have formed the centers of act-
ivie movements for the frecing of Porto
Rico that have culminated in @ powerful
organization known us the Porto Hi 0 Bece
tion of the Revolutionury party of Cuba.

The first artloles of the statement of
principles of the Cuban Revolutionnry par-

ty, written by Jose Martl, decl d thut
fomenting rovolution in Porto 0 and
helping the Porte Ricans to their inde-

pirnlence shoulil be an ohbject co-ordinate
with Cuba’s freedom. - A
Tl A to the organization of the Por
es o part of the Cuban
‘orte Rleo in and omt o
i at work for the
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nt and the hend of the

in fen The other dirict-

ars of the secti re Senors J. deM, _Tr'l'-

reforts, Manuel Besosa, and . EL Todd,
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RAMON E. PETANCES.

Exlled Leader of the Parto Rican Rebellion o-{ 1568,

Btotes, Senor DeLame, was fond of citing
Porto BRico, now BSpain’s list possession
in Amerfea, In evidenes of the blessings
and contevt-producing propertics of Span-
ish rule.

But f1 is neither becniuse its people have
Yeer happy under the Spanish yoke nor
yet because they have nol male despernte
efforts to throw it off, thut Porto Rico is
still a dependency of Spain. The Porto

wins have long desired frecdom with an

eriting  kernness, and, furthermore,

ie-tonths of them wish (o become citi-
gens of the United Siates,

In his vague references to  law-ablding
and  contented Porto Rico, the Bpanisn
diplomat wax careful not to go into =«
detailed history of the (slund, much less
10 give an accurate aceount of the bless-
ings show it by a horde of greedy
Bpanish office

Porto Rico lax been held by the Span-
Ish crown sinee the days of Panes de
Leor, who was so dellghted with its love-

Jiness that he sought there the fountain
of vouth, for which the islund seems n |
fitting location. The  mismanagement  of
un English expedition umder Absreromby,

rather thun the Joy:
AN
centy

Uty of Its Inhabitants,
the Elumd to Speiin in the cigiiteenth
has pre-

and o stunding army
for her during the nin

¥ as 1KY the Porio it
tempted 1o gain thelr Independene
was yoars hefore Colm had 3
the t 1 Al
1ime
ral

Epanish
whirh they ported when
2 on had overrun Spain., This e
rebellion was put down after o short guir-
rille war. Several abortive nttemps L
drive the Spaniards from the Island fol-
lowed townrd the middle of the eontury.

inlfﬂuf New York. Mr. Todd Is the scere-
ary.
) Featares of the Island.

The size of the island i= about 10 by 37
miles and itz population has reached near-
Iy & milifon. The Spanlsh provinee in-
clrges two Islands to the enst, one of
which, Viegues, is as lnrge as the Danizh
island of 5i. Croix that the United States
contemplntes purchoslng.,

There are two fine oll cities in Porto
Rivo, §t. John's, the capital and prinelpal
pore, and Ponce, the largest city, several
miles inland. The coast is dented fnto five
ports of entry where there are towns.

The vegetation of the island is exuberant
even for the West Indies und the products
imelnde all the frults and woods of the
tropics. Sugar, coffee and tobacco ire the

staples. The value of the exports, which
iz increasing constantly, was more than
SILOO0 fn 18K, This Is far in excess of

the value of exports of any fsland about
the « .-.rj?nlu-n‘; excvept Cuba.

Parto Hivo's mineral wenlth includes rich
deposits of gold, fron, copper, voal and
salt. Oaly the salt heds are worked,

Animal life i abundant and varied. Huge
hords of excellent cattle swarm over the
lowland pluing and in the more temperate
mountain districta  the colebrated Poarto
Ricun horses are bred. Ali things consid-
cred. no spot on the globe {5 better equip-
ped by nature to support a happy and in-
dustrious population.

The pwople themselves are superior In
hinod and industry to those of any i=slamd in
the Woest Indies. Cuaba not exeepled, ©Of 5
population of 0000 in 154, nearly half a
millon were whites of nnmixed hisod, nmd
bt 7L were negroes and mulatioes, Of

19 Umixed” popnlation quite 300,000 are the
Jebaros, an uncommon people said to be

!

T

STREET IN PONCE, LARGEST TOWN IN PORTO RICO,

but they only served as o sign of the dis- l

Ccontent

in the hearts of the pes ple,

Most Formidable Outbrenk,

It wmn In 19K, the yiear of the great up-
rifng In Coha, that the most formidahie
otithivak in Porto Hicn occurred. 1t is sig-
nificant of Spaln’'s treatment of her colo-
nics that the jeaders of the contempora-
noous rebelllong knew nothing of the in-
tuntions of the patriots op the sister I=land,

1u Porte Rico, preparation wits made for

¥ simultancous rush (o arms.  The
1 povernment was so universally
thnt prospoctive  insurgents
1a proportion of the peopl.
It was the number of persons in

the
large

cret that proved fatal to the plot
wmtdl ded 1o dt= 4 re by traltors.  As a
rerult, iU was m ary thet the insurrec-
sion tuke place sovernl weeks before the

putriots wore prepared. After two months®

P stork with drops of the native
d in 1hem, hey are small
nd ltbarers, The rhee s g fine
showing the regular fentures and small

et of the E peans, The Jebaros .
revolutiondsts to o man. . bedion
Niature has done more for Porto Rlco

than any little Island could expect of her:
the people hpve the qualities of wn ndis-
trious anmil Eighly clvilized race—and y:t
the island's re Irves remaln mostly  in-
developed, sind of the threpsquariers of a
mililon of white and Jebaro inhabltants
less than 10,00 can read and write, o

The Government,

The Porto Ricans have no voice in their
goverament., ws it is directly controlled hy
the Spanish cortes. In which the repre-
=entatives of Porto Rico wicld no Influence.

There s no vestige of locul self-govern-
ment.

| was only o m

LITTLE MAJOR VARONA

OF A BRAVE CUBAN BOY
ONLY 14 YEARS OLD.

STORY

Hnn Away to War at 10, Founght With
Gomez and Garcia Fonr Yeara;
Now In New York s Ward
of Cubnn Republic.

Fourteen-year-old Cresencio de Varona,
who Is studying at Hempstead Institute,
Hempetead, Lo L, close by where the New
York regiments are now going into camp,
15 @ veteran of three campalgns agalnst the
Spanish troops in Cuba, and has won his
wity up to the rank of mujor by his bravery
and ability. Though still in knve breeches,
he has served with Gomez, the command-
er-ln-chlef of the insurgent forees: with
Antonio and Jose AMaceo, with Hod-
rigues and Habl, and has known what it
f= to Le wounded by u bullet. At nirst he
«ot, but his intelligence and
ry won him the plisee ol mde
wier-in-chief, and sometimes
al messenger to the aged

eXoellent me

H mee ind agaln e led in the @t
ek nst the Spaniards, for he wos
Heht., and his ran weall with him,

and no mun o 1 hesitate to follow where
a lad of 10 clurgsd merrily., Now, having
recedved the rank of major from (lsneros,
who was v fient of the republic while
Uresencie wis winning fume, the lad has
coms 10 this couniry as ward of the Cuban
government, and s stodying 10 prepare
himself for a military carcer,

Who He In,

He 15 2 keen, bright lad, well built, with o
hatdsome face and n manly enthusinsm,
thut win friends for Cuba Libre wherever
he appears. He speaks with great intel-
iigenee when one considers his years, but
then Lis tradning has s one of the most
cxtraordinary ihat ever i youngster res
veived. He realizes the importonee of the
problems the Cobans are tryiug 1o solve
@nd the effectiveness of the methods his
poople are us=ing. Hig comprehension 18
sturprising, One ¢annot listen to him with-
out bearty admirntion and respect for the
Cubun spirit.

When war broke out the Ind, who was
then 0 vears old, was Keen to go and
begged his futher to take him to the insur-
gent camp to make a soldier of him. His
father laughed and told him to walt u little
while to grow. Waiting i not childhood’'s
1 oveupation, even in “Mananaland'—
v not in Cuba, and when the news
of Marti's death cume the boy decided
to run away, for Marti was a dear friend
of his father, and Uresencio loved him
far the brave deeds he had heard his father
tell of. He would kill some Spaniurds
for Marti’s sake, 8o he went.

Gomez wis moving east and was sup-
posed to be somewhere south of Puerto
Principe. Cresencio started south to find
Gemez, and he did, but it took him fifteen
days to do it, during which time he had
1 to euxt but the famous fruit of the
isinnd.

“I was almest o guava jelly when 1
reached the Insurgents,” he sald, In telllng
of the trip. 1 ran away from home be-
cnuse my futher would not give me per-
mission to go to the. war, though he was
glid 1 had a spirit to fizht the Spaniards.
I had another boy with me, Juan Prieto wus
his name. That means Johin Brown inEng-
lish., He was three years older than 1. He
wanted to fight with Gomez also, but
he could use carpenter's tools, so he was
put 1o work at u tannery and in o shop to
muke suddles for the insurgents,

How Gomezx Reeelved Them,

“The first men we saw were some of Go-
mez’ scouts, who took us to camp at Ar-
royo Blaneo, where the general was, 1
wns well and happy, but my clothes were
torn und 1 looked pretty bad. General Go-
mez a=Ked me who I was, and 1 told him
I was Cresencio de Varonia, Then he sald,
‘Where did you come from? 1 told him
Puerto Principe,

“ ‘Do yvou know Victor de Varona?' he
asked.

“I said, ‘He is my futher.”

“Then he was surprised and wanted to
know why 1 came to him, und if my father
knew where 1 was,

1 told him I came to fight the Spaniards
and that my father could guess where I
WiLs,

“He Inughed. Then he asked me many
questions about how I got through the lines
and reached him und about the cliy. 1 had
wird my father talk a great deal about
such things, so 1 told the general what my
father had =tld, and he sald to me 1 had
a good memory. He told me 1 could stay
with him tlll my father =ent for me, but
when he sent, T hid and would not go back.

Full-Fledged Soldier.

“Genernl Gomez gove me a jacket and
trouscrs and o pair of shoes made in one of
the insurgents’ factorles. They were too
large, but 1 could wear them wilh some
leaves Inside. Then 1 could wear sandals
mude of the bark from near the top of the
pilm trees, which were almost as good as
shoes, T had & machete and a carbine, and
A pistol, too. | was sure 1 should kill many
Spanlands with them. 1 shot some, 1 Know,
Euldl could not stop to see If they were

L L1

“The commander-in-chiel kept me with
him wntil we met Antonio Maceo, "way 1o
the east, near Polnt Guarico, almost a1 the
end of the Island. was to ald to ecarry
orders 1o the offivers. 1 slept near him ot
night. Clsneros was there, too. He was
president of the republic, and an old friend
ol my father. He sent a letter to my father
to tefl him he would take good care of me

it my father would let me st 0 my
father d | might, which was easy for
him, becanse he counld not get me home

without too much trouble,

“We had some fighting on the way, but
only w little, The Spaniards stayed In the
towns and we hiad all the conntry to march
in, We went in the open places the most of
the w where wi had food for our horses,
We v + In n hurry to mest Maceo to
celebrate the making of the new govern-
ment,

*1 think General

Muceo had about 2
men at Canasta, where we mel him, We
hid & jolly time when we met Maceo, und
fived onr guns and had a big dinner of
sweel potatoes and some beefl that Gen-
cral Gemez brought with him.

In a Hot Fight.

“We bhad some fighting near 8an Andras,

I had a fag and ran my horse through a |

Spunish line with the men fighting on both
sides of me, 1 wis not afrald, 1 think, but
after It was over 1 could not
well, and was wild. 1 wanted to tlieht some
more, but the Spaninrds had retreated, and

Al Muaeeo ook me with him across
the castern trochia Las Tunas. The Spun-
Inrds maode 1 great nolse firlng at us, but
we did not lose any men. oniy some horses

that were hit in the legs, an i to b
Killedl, We captured some Spanliards who
were very hungry. 8o we fod them and
ook thelr & and swords and let them
2o with a Tt foodl. Some of them stayved
with us an ime Cuban soldiers. 1 re-
motiiber =ome of the men were cut across

the uhs, but they did not care. The doc-
tor soon made them all right,

Wounded Iin HBatrie.
L eame pear getting hort at Tguara, A
hullet went through my left hand and broke
the stick of the fing 1 was carrying. 1 was

riding hard, and yelling “*Coba! Cuba®® <o 1 |

disk not fecl any pain. 1T wanted 1o shoot
some Bpaniards, thut was all. T w ik o
fittle afterward, though, when the doctor
tiel ap my hand, for a good deal of blood
Iiad run’ out over my clothes, and 1 was
Bt the next day I could ride with
« for General Gomez all righl, nnd my
wis well soon.

mude me n Neutenant, and [ haa
my =houlders and rode at the
hewid of n plateon in n battle we had in
Mixivo, the same¢ name as the country
south of the United States. Generad Ma
was there, amnd we chased the Spandard '
long ways., Afterwards 1 fought at Avajo
with Jose¢ Maceo, and in many =mall places,
but | forget the names exeept Tanamo,
which was= not long before 1 left 1o come (o
thi= country. | knew how to shioot better
then @and to use the machete. President Cis-
neros guve me the rank of major then and
ol me 1 must go to America 1o study to
be o general

“In Aguera, Camaguey, the caplial of the
governme I slept In the =ame room with
the proes t and the commuander-in-chier,
=0 #s to be rendy 1o go with the messages
dny time they called me,

“Thers Were over twenty good houses
there and =ome Kitchens, The big house
for the government meetings was at the
head of a park. On both sides of the park
wire some pilm trees, and between the
hati=es, ton, The houses were two stories
hizh, with porches In froot and windows
on ull sides, but no glass. " Some houses
were all windows., On the left hand side
the president lived in the house nearest
the government building, and opposite to
this the vice president lived. Next to the
president were =ome army officers who al-
warvs went with Bim, and next to the viee
president there were some Judges. The
kitchiens were out In front of the park on
the right. The cooks were =killful to bhake
sweetl potatoes and to serve frults, We had
some meatl, not very much, in warm weath-

sraps on

remember |

T
er. It Is not good to eat much meat then
In Cubun,

“We had no fear of the Bpaniards In
Aguara. They tried to get it there, but it
1= mountaing all around, go that n few men
can hold the paths safely against an army.
When the capltal moved It was to keep
together with the army, not because the
Bpanish could chase it away.

He Wants to Go Back.

“Perhaps American troops will go there
by and by, T hope so, and I hope all the
Cubans in Americn will go to fight the
Spunish In Cuba, T am golng If 1 can, be-
ecnuse I can study afterward. There will
b plenty of time. 1 should like to show
the Amerleans how to Hght In Cubg. It is
not =0 easy it tirst, There are meny things
to learn about what to do In camp and how
to march and how to attack, When we
were away from Aguara we slept in ham-
mocks or on the grounnd. The Amerleans
will huve tents and will have plenty of food
with them, and many useful things., Often

__MAJCIR CREBENCIO DE VARONA.

wa had nothing to #at at all, and our horses
were hungry, too, but we muade the Spun-
fards run. It will be foo ensy for Americun
soldiers if they meet the Spaniards. I think
the Spanfards will not fighit at all,

“When the president told me to go
America to my tnele Enrique de Varona,
who writes the paper La Patrin in Philadel-
phia, T went with eight men to a place on
the sen const nenr Mutnnzas. We ecap-
tured o sallbont called. In  Spunish,
*Jolli* and three sailors, pnd went to Nas-
sau, on New Providence Islund. Then we
went over to Florida and 1 came up on the
steamer Niagara and met my uncle. 1
brought letters from the government to the
delegation, and every month I heuar, by
some one who comes through, from the in-
surgents.

Spaniards Won't Fight.

“Mr. Cisneros sent me three letters this
vear, He says it is very hard now to get
the Spuniards to fight, They will not come
out of the towns. They stay therz like
rats in a cage. If he had some big guns
he could get them out. The Insurgents are
healthy and when they have more rifles and
cartridges they will finish the war. Some-
times 1 get o letter from my father, too,
but it I8 more difficult. When my sister
was in Maitanzas it was easler, but now she
Is in Puerto Principe, too, and the Spaniards
toke the letters. [ have not heard for a
long time, He is glod that 1 am at school
here, At first 1 could not spealt the English
#t all, but I understnd pretty well now,
Calixto Garcia, the =on of General Garcla,
is here with me, nlso Pedro Fumagoll, Roh-
erto Madan, Antlone Matel, and some hovs
from unother counwy that had troulile
like Cuba, Mortimer Sherick., Aghasey,
Shemmon, and Buaba Aslun, who enme from
the north of Persia, We are twenty-five
altogether, and I like it, but 1 with to fight
mrniﬁ more Spanlards and then come back
again.”

AGES OF SOLDIERS.

The Most Noted Leadern Have Been
Over the MRegulation
Limit.

A native of Holland, an American citizen
by adoption, writes to n New York news-
paper that he |s 33 years old, but as able
to fight as many a man of 25, and sug-
gesting the formation of a corps of men
from 45 to 56 vears old. Ie thinks there
ara many thousands of foreign-born citl-
zens ready and anxious to take up arms
for their adopted country In casze of war
| with Snain.

Thut old men have sgometimes been the
best ond most suecessful Aghters history
abundantly shows. According to the Phil-
adelphin Inquirer, Furragut, the great ad-
miral of the civil war, was over 6 when
he ran .his flert up the Missigsippl under
the guns of the Confederute forts below
| New Orleans, and, in spite of the warnings
| in rogard to torpedoes [n Mobile bay,
| tlaimed: *“—— the torpedoes. Go nhend!
. Robert Anderson was of when he defended
; Fort Sumter. Don Carlos Buell wns 41
| when he helped to save Grant from disas-
| ter =t Shiloh.

to

Jo:eph Hooker, one of the best fighters
in the Union army, was over ¥ when he
capturcd  Lookout mountali.  David D

| Porter was 32 when he commanded the
{ lurgest ur die the world hnd ever seen
at the capture of Fort Fisher. The he-

31 when he was

loved Jokn Sedgwich was
d st the hewd of his co
2. George H, Thomas w
! won the battle of *» one of the
| fivie most impartant battles of the war.
| Joahn A. Winslow wus 58 when the Kear-
sarge sunk the Alabama:.

Jubal A, BEarly was 49 when he enme
20 mear capturing Washington.  Joseph
F. Johnston was 57 when he was holding
Sherman’s army in check in Georgmin, and
Robert E. Lee was the same age when he
mude his able defensive campaign of 1864,

HE LOOKED LIKE A SPANIARD.

Men Scowled and Jostled Until “the
Brogue™ Bronght a Cheer
nnd Peace.
From the New York World,

A swarthy man with a jet black mus-
tache that curled fiercely stond yvesterday
aftornoon in the erowd that watched the
war bulletins. He wore a soft hat with
i wide Lirim and big binck tie under the
collar of a hLiue shirt, There wos & eyvni-
cil expression on his e, amd a menoncing
look In his dark eye From top to toe
he looked like an “unspeakable Spanfard.™
The men near him did net sipprove of his
appearanee, They drew away and hegan

: 48 when he

locking him with e and disltke
iy in every fesiure. A newsboy
spat disdainfully ot the swarthy  man's

A labarer jostied him. Another man
trod on his feet, AH of thes¢ insulis pass-
ed unnoticed, The swarthy man was busy
reading the bulietins. A driver on o truck
snapped hi= whip at him, Then the swarthy
mian dropped  Hls eyes and becesme  con-
seious of the unfavorable attentjon he was
attructing.  Thrusting  his hands  in his
pockets he looked scornfully around, and,
with hiting =arc 1, =ndd:

“Phat the

feet,

ver lookin® ar

“Hurrah!' eried the news=hoy, *“he's all
right."”
Thereupon the others Inughed, and the
swarthy man laushed with them,
Sot Disappointed.

From the Cleveland Plain Dealer

“1 epe that Commodore Dewey (s ne-
cused of firlng vetroleum bombs Into Ma-
niln.""

“Is he? Well, T thought the Standard

0il Company woeuld try fu:fl gl some free
advertising out of that job if it could,”

Ax Souvenirs,

The Spanish won't vieid
“THI thoey ve taken the fleld,
Buat they haven't the eourage to stay on it.
Earh of our bovs in blue
Will Just run "em right thrmugh,
And bring three Greasers home on His havanet,
J. E.T.

AFTER THE WAR IS OVER

—_—

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES FOR AMER-
ICAN BUSINESS MEN IN CUBA.

Old Prliaces Begging for Parchasers—
Sugar Plantations al .ow Flg-
ures—Giood Chaneces for
Small Investors.

When the war ends—as of course It must
end—in the independence of Cuba, the new
republic will have to begin at the botiom
cconcmically as well as politienlly, writes
Fannie B. Ward, in the rhitadelphia Rec-
ord. The island is so lirgely agriculturul
that its future prosperity, at wast for some
generitions 1o come, depends upen the ru-
rul disiriets,  bevond i Iew obiicco  fac-
lurics toere Dave never been any manu-
lavtorics ol aoeouit an Culbh, anld e wWast-
el Usrusd ol dustried e cian oy draw
new biood trom e suil. TNose Wno were
acitiinted witn tne gquecn o the Anulies
m nrr gowden uays or produgil prosperily
weuid hardiy recognize her in on B ST F TN S
dles. A np WirougEn the cOUntry reveals
lllll'}:.’lmilltll dl‘aoldilull. vurned Lelas anpa
Oreiuiras, Fidiled Bolscs  wlill Skt Missios
il ulen husgry  people,

This year tne cine wns choked with
weius tor lack ot gaborers and  yielded
much less than the CUsSTOWOUTY amount oL
Juiee, wid LNt Wis 1ar below tne usual
ViU, Leing Hnrkeosd [FLTY l--rs(: ddinix-
tute 01 svoerchied cane.  Yet It was well
worth cutung ang  grineing, woenever
prermassion could be ootalnea from Max-
1mo Gomed, the insurgent chief, 1U'ne Spia-
sl atuthorities reaguy gave the platoers
MIsSSIoNn o Erind, and guiaraticed them
tection while aoing so. This unwonted
BeLerosity on the uirt of Lthe  motner
COULLFY WS nol endrely 1or ne wellure
Ul Cupi. Bless you, no! But because it
helped 1o puy tue army and provided
Lee 10 conviasting swaalels. A
ge proportion ol Spnin’s boy-Lroops
stugtumbed to yedow lever, Lypaoind, vom-
uve, ete., durning thelr nrst scason in tue
West fnares; und those who survived toe
acclimaung process must be cared for un-
il strengta relurng,  Soon as Feleased
from Lne nospital, they buve been gent o
the plantaucns, where at least tney were
sure ol getling something Lo cat. Guuara-
duty does not wx them heavily, and wuen

fully recuperated they can  be  utiilzed
agauir in the neld. aleanwhile the mea
dwuse  themselves  according o ther

nutural bent, wnich s usuiily more picas-
Ing w themseives than to thelr unwilling
entertalners,  Every page of this paper
might be nlled with taies of their eruel
pranks, which nave been told to me on the
vurious estates I have visited ana ace
ampiy vernfed: but snuce forbids the re-
cltul of b two or three. .
Croelties of Spanish Soldlers,
On the Santa Gertrudis plantation, about
forty miles beyond Cardenss, where & com-
pany of soldiérs were "protecting’ the peo-
ple, & lad of 14 yeurs, one of the poor re-
concentrados quartered on the place, was
guing joyrully to npis parents’ hui  one
morning, carrying a cnunk of beer In a
sack, whicn tne planers steward had
given him. The soldlers overhauled him
und demanded 1o Know what was in tne
siack. The boy took to his heels in anrigh.,
but way speedily captured and brougnt in-
o camp. Meal was scarce, aud tne sol-
diers wimost is NUNETY a5 [ie Fecolcenira-
dos, so they dectaea that the Doy nad
stolen . In vain ne protested and vegied
that the steward be gent for; he was ued
o & convenlent paim tree, and whnue the

soldiers cooked uand ate the meal, was
nogged at Intervais ouring the aay—to
makoe him contess, they sald, Being re-

leased at nightinll, the boy tried to crawl
home, but aied on the way.

Un ancther plantation, woenever a new
lot of concentrados were brought in the
captain ot the guard detained uil the girls
and good-looking women In his tent, and
atterwiard sgold them to his soldiers, mak-
ing i jocular auction of It—for juckgulves,
touvd rations, ete., a3 the men had no
money—the highest bidder being atiowed
firat cholee,

On the Santo Tomas pilantation, In Pinar
gel Rio provinee, lived an honest old col-
ored man, a veritable "Uncle Tom,” whose
only son was pupposed to have jolned tne
insurgents. One day, when amusements
ran low, it was decided to “kill time” with
the old man. He was brought to camp
and ordered to disclose the whereabouts of
his son. Thiw he could not do, he had so de-
sired, having no iden where the constant-
Iy moving rebel army was sltuated. The
soldlers tied him to a tree and flogged him
awhile, without avail; he could not or
would not tell. Then they compelied him
to dig his own grave and kneel beside it
=|;rulii into it he fell, plerced by a score of

ullens,

Meaking Money From Cuba's Ruins.

Among the refugees at Key West 1 met
an ex-sugnr planter, who was anxious lo
sell his estate, and for a Cuban he seemed
to have developed remarkable adaptation

to the ways of the “trading Yankees."

His method was to edge up to every
group of men he saw talking together and
Join in the conversation.

Presently he would be heard (o say:

“The soil of Cuba iz too rich: that's
what's the muiter with the island.”” Then
he would go on releting what ruinously
lurge crops he had himself been ralsing,
g0 remarkably lurge that thevy had invited
destruction by envious rebels and Span-
lards, and invarlably ended by inquiring
who winted to buy 30,000 acres of the tinest
sugar land in Cuba, worth $10 an acre, for
@0 cents the acre. To be sure, bls planta-
tlon, house and mills are in ruins, but he
pointed out what profit could be made on
the same in the line of scrap iron and old
bricks. Up to dute he has not found a
purchaser. 1 heard one man tell him that
he would “rather have three mensiey acres
of corn and potatoes in Ohlo, Pennsylvania
or Hiinois, than the whole 3,00 of ‘Cuba’s
Lest.” under wvresent conditions,™

Somcbody will no doubt e making money
out of Cuba’s ruined homes uand milis
within the next few months. The bollers
and muchinery and other junk of thousands
of destroyed plantations can be had for al-
mast nothing, but the market for scrap
fron must be outside of the island. The
brick and mortar would hardly be worth
buying, but might be used on the spot in
rebuiiding. Now, grasses and wild vines
growlnz over the melancholy heaps have
softemed  their harsh outlines and made
them a pleturesque feature of the land-
seape, but they are not to he conslderad
an elment toward building o the re-
sourees of rurnl Cubn.  In s[nna of the
wir several syndieates with an eye to the
future have lately purchas=ed large tracls
of Lind. Last winter o company of New
Englanders hought 5,00 acres in the beau-
titul Trinfdad valley. near Santiago. They
are not dolng unything with it now. but
eay they can afford to wait for years and
then reallze heavy Interest on the money
Invested.

For Small Investors,

As to business enterprises on & smaller
seale, they are Innumerable for men with
a lttle money, and more energy. A few
acres in market gardening, with their con-
tinvous crops from one yeur's end to an-

other, would perhaps yield the qulckest
and largest returns for the smaliest amount
of ecapitul. Chicken radsing, too. has al-

ways heon o strangely neglected industry
in Cutm. Fowls and epues= figure consplen-
ously every day in the Spanish-American
ment, but nobody on the fsland has ever
gone into the business of supplying the
demand on a large =eale. with incubators
and brooders, as in the United States, All
winter, hefore the present siege began,
vEps =old in Havana ot a dollar o dozen,
and poultry & cents pound—and what |t
i8 now, gooidness knows, with beef at the
lnst advices $2 a pound. A man with eyes
in his head and the business instinct of
the average American will see avenues for
profitauble Investments of money and labor
in every direction, s soon as peice i re-
stored In the i=land.

It #eems o pity to take
other people’s OrtUnes,
the fine old casas in
cities which will be bought for a song.
These stately palaces of  impoverished
grandeur with their marble floors and pll-
lared corridors. and inner eourtyards, their
fountains and palmtrees, are fairly bheg-
ging for purchasers, owing to the tinancial
ilistress of their owners.

it goes particularly hard with the prourd
hidatgoes to have to sell thelr properiy
to the hated Yankees, who are looked
upon as u horde of greedy shopkeepers.
A= if any nation under the sun could he
more greedy for galn than Spain has shown
herself since the earliest days of the Con-
quest! Everywhere in Spanish-Amerien
you hear a great deal about the Invineihle
vitlor of Spain and the sordld character
of the Yankees. Thelr Iterature tells us
that Spanish patriotism is unconquerabli,
whils North Americans love dollars more
than country. and that when the Jutter
seek to “meddle’” in the affalrs of Cuba.
fllustrious Spain will teach them a lesson
In Internntional manners.

A pamphlet widely distributed in Havana
not leng ago furnished rich reading to
the few Americans who remained in the
city, 1t says that in the event of the afore-
gald “meddling” all Europe would rush

arlvantage of
but many uare
Havana and other

to the rescuo of Spain, ‘whose ever glor-
fous history constitutes the grandest page
In the annuls of the world.” It reminds
the money-grasping Yankees that when it
comes to war, valor Is a necessary element,
and that they must not think they cuan
fight Spain’s herole soldlers with dollars
alone! Thi= little book gous on to glve the
denouement. It describws the Invasion of
Cuba by American troops: recounts battle
after battle in which the iImmense superi-
ority of American numbers Is always over-
come by the “Invincible valor of our [Hus-
trious army.” And finally, after an unbro-
ken chaln of milltary triumphs—for Spain

—extending over a #eries of months, and
culminating in & stunning defeat for the
United States, the Yankees humbly sue

for prace, pay Spain a heavy indemnity and

withiraw from the igland, with many apol-

ogles, huving lenrned that Spain ks uncon-

?‘unr;-.hln by reanxan of the superb valor of
= FONS,

FROM BUCCANEER TO PIRATE.

Warred

The Brethren of
Agalnst

the Const
Every An-
tion.

From 2t Nicholas,
The ouccenneers had grown to be reckless
And when

freebootvrs,
diers andd
tlence of the

they became sol-
« urmies, the pa-

en. Panama, . was an impor-
tant Spaani=h city: and was at peace
with Spain: therefors, when @ military

force composed mainly of Englishmen, and
lesl by o British subject, eaptured and
gacked Panonma, if Eaglond should not in-
terfere with her buceaneers she would
bave & guarrel to scttie with S;..ﬂn_

S0 & new governor was sent to Jamalea
with strict orders to put down the buycea-
neers amd to break up thelr organization,
and. then it was he =et a thisf to cateh
thieves, and empowered the ex-pirnte, Mor-
gin, to execite his former comrades.

But methods of concilintion, ns well s
threats of punishment, were used to indiles
the huccuncers to give up their Hegal call-
ing. and liberal offers were made 1o them

GUBA’S GONTENTION.

SHE CLAIMYS THAT SHE IS TO-DAY A
NATION.

As Proof of This the Insurgent Leads
ers Point to Three Years'
cessful Government and

a Constitation.

Sac=

Have the insurgent= a government? Is it
responsible? To what degree is It repre-
sentative? What Is the juntu? Have the
Cubans a junta In New York city or else-
where?  These and many like questions
hive been discussed widely during the lust
iwo weeks, and much misunderstanding
has resulted.

There i3 a responsible government in
Culis, und It I as representative as possi-
ble In the clreumstances, says the New
York Pres=s. Its officlals were elected ae-
cording to the methods preseribed by the
censtitution and laws of the Cuban re-
public, and represent the will of the Cubans
in the fHeld and in the two provinces of
tke East, Santisngs and Puerto Princips,
where the insurgents are In almost full con-
trol, and there are perhaps 10000 men
ready to take up arms as =0on as they can
be equipped. In other parts of Cuba ge
erally afinlrs are so unsetiled that elee-
tiens could not be managed casily, and 0
it happens that many Cubans hd not the
(-]:lportzlntl)' to vote,

he same is troe of the Cubans in the
I'nitedd States, Meoxi South America and
in Euarope, who ha bwen working earn-
estly for Cuban independence. It was lm-

pos<ible for these men to vote, bhut they
have given to the Cuban constitution their
moral suppert, and have aided the Insur-
gent government by all means in their
power. They Know that as soon as Cuba is
Iree they will be represented in the general

PRESENT CUBAN “CAPITAL™
AT LA ESPERANZA.

AND GOVERNMENT BUILDING,

to settle in Jamaica and become law-abid-
ing citizens.

But these offers diid not tempt the Broth-|

ers of the Coast: from active pirates to re-
tired pirates was too great o change, and
though =ome of them returned to their
original avocations of cattle butchering and
beef drying. =ome, it is sald, chose rather
to Hve among the wild Indians and share
their independent lives, than to bind them-
selves to any form of honest Industry.
The French also had been active in sup-
pressing the operations of their buccaneers,
and goon the Brethren of the Coast, consid-
ervd ns an organization for preving upon
the commerce and settlers of Spain, might
be sald to have ceased to exist. But it
must not be supposed that becauss bucea-
neering had died out that plracy was dead.
Driven from Jamaficia. from San Domingo,
and even from Tortuga, they retained a
resting plare only at New Providence, un

Island in the Bahkamas, nnd this they did |

not malntain very long. Then they spread
themselves all over the watery world. They
were no longer buceaneers, they were no
longer *‘Brothers’” of any sort. they no
longer set out merely agalnst Spaniards,
but their atucks were made upon people of
every nation. They contined themselves to
attack=s upon peaceable merchant vessels,
often robblng them and then scuttling
them, delighted with the spectacle of a
ship, with all its crew, sinking hopelessly
Into the sea.

The scene of piritical operations in Amer-
fea was now very much changed. The suc-
cessors of the Brothers of the Couast. no
lenger united by any bonds of fellowship,
but each plrate captain acting independ-
ently in his own wicked way, were coming
up from the West Indles to afMict the more
northern seacoast.

THE CUBAN WATER MONKEY.

One Must Be Expert in Orvder to
Drink From It Grace=-
fully.

The Cubans have a domestic utensil ealled
a “water monkey,"”” that is to be found In
houses, hotels and offices. It answers the
same purpose ag the olln In Mexico and
the clay jugs of India. It is made of gray
porous clay and is manufactured In Ma-
laga, “where the raisins come from.” By
absorption and evaporation a blanket of
cnol air surrounds the jug continuousiy
and keeps the water almost as cold as If

DRINKING FROM A WATER MONKEY.

it contained ice. In a country where lce
Is both scarce and expensive these jugs
are indispensable.

The water monkeys have two apertures,
ane about the slze of a dollur, through
which water = poured Into a glasas. On
the opposite gide is a4 protuberance with a
small hole running through it. From this
the experienced Cuban drinks without
touching it to his lips When about to
drink he holds it two or three inches from
his mouth, izto which the tiny stream of
water pours, Grodoeally amd slowly he
lifts the monkey away from him ontil it s
almost ut arm’s length, the water contin-
uing to flow fram the monkey down his
thront, Occusionally the drinker gulps
and when his thirst has been satisfied he
returns the monkey toward his mouth, then
suddenly tips it up.  =hutting off the
stream. It takes considerable experience
to drink out of u water monkey grie-fully,
The bheginner #omds a stream of water down
hig neck Instesd of his throat four thnes
out of five, until he hus mustered the art.

READING NEWSPAPERS.

How Long It Would Require to Give
a Five Minute Look at
Ench.
amnd elght

One yoar months, assuming

that the reading of the one copy of each | 2%
of the world's newspipers wis L‘Onllnuo-dl
six hours on eveéry one of the seven duys |
the same rute, |

in each week: while, ut

l asgembly to be convened then as required
by the constitution.

Twenty representatives, elected from the
five Insurgent army corps of Santiago,
| Puerto neilpe, Santa Clara, Malanzas

and Havana, met at Jimaguayu, in the
| provinee of Puerto Principe, on September
| 13, 1885, After four days' deliberation they
| framed n provisionml constitution, to be
in force for two years, and then to be re-
vised by a new constitutionnl convention,
unless Cuba were f(ree at an eariler date,
| when a general call should be issued to
Cubans all over the world for a convention
to be held immediately.

First Civil Officers.

On Beptember 18 the constituent assembly
met again and elected the following offi-
clals: President, Salvador Claneros; vice
president, Bartolome Masso; secretary of
war, Carlos Roloff; secretary of the treas-
| ury, Severo Fina: secretary of the interior,
| Dr. Santiago Garcia Canizares. secretary
| of foreign relations, Rafael M. Portuondo:
| substitute secretary of war, Mario Meno-
| eal: substitute secretary of treasury, .
| Joaquin Castillo; substltute secretary of
interior, Curlos Dubols; substitute secre-
tary of foreign relations, Dr. Fermin Val-
des Domingues,

Besides these Maximo Gomez was elected
communder-in-chief of the Cuban army
with the title of major general, and An-
tonio, lieutenant general, was elected sec-
cnd In command. Tomas Estradn Palma
was elected delegate plenipotentiury and
general agent abroad of the Cuban repub-

lie.

On October 3, 1897, a new constitutional
convention met in Yaya, and some changes
were made in the constitution. Bartolome
Masso was elected president and Mendez
Cabote vice president, The new instrument
defines Cubans as persons born on the isl-
and, excepting such as cluim allegiance to
other countrics, persons born abroad of
Cubin parents and persons in the direct
service of the provisional government. It
regulates the department of communica-
ticns and declures that military service Is

obligatory.
Voting Age 140.

All males, otherwise qualified, who have
reached the age of 16 years, have the right
to vote.

Even this extraordinary low fizure shuts

insurgent army. One “man’ on Gomes
sinff was only 10 veurs old. The command-
er-in-chief sent him to the United Btates
not long ago to be educated.

The provisional government has had three
capitals in the three years it has existed—
Jimaguayu, Yaya and Agramonte, It has
had to move about to keep in touch with
tha army and to be out of the way of the
Spaniards. 1t has not yet been able to
uwfford the men necessary to maintain &
permanent =eat of government. The middle
of a swamp Is the safest e for It to
roast, for there the Spania dare not fol-
low. In severnl Instances It has built its
hos=pitale in swamps, too, lest its wounded
soldiers be set upon and tortured by the
“Rutcher's’” orders In his attempt to maln-
tain Spanish honor and dignity.

Though migratory, the provisional gov-
ernment has control of well nigh all of
Eustern Cuba. Some half dozen of the
cities are occupled by Bpanish troops, but
the country iz free of them. The Insur-
gents have large tracts of pasture Iand and
=everal [actories where they make shoes,
saddles, bridles, and some clothing. They
cultivate farms of vegelables, grow cune
and have a large number of schools, each
one fiving a Cuban flag. They maintaln an
eflicient postal service, and Iast year col-
lected $400,000 in taxes for carrying on the
wiir.

Plana for the Future.

There is uncertainty as to just what stepa
will be tuken when the Spaniards have
surrendered, The Spanish troops, of course,
will. not be held as prisoners. They will be
free to go hack to Spaln If they wish and
aré able to do so, or they may become
Cubgn eitizens, or they may live unmo=
lested in (Cuba as other foreigners live
there. As soon as hostllities are over there
will be n general convention far more rep-
resentative than the two held already, and
i new government will organize, So much
Is certain.

“] suppose the United States will not ree-
ognize any one Immediately after they have
driven out the Spanlards'" sald Horatio
9. Rubens. ““They will walt until the u-
hans have established & permanent govern-
ment and then will abandon the lsland
to them. While the Cubans ure busy or-
gunizing their electoral boards the United
Stutes will maintain order by martial law,
possibly. T expect that ull male citizens
will he allowed to vote, irrespective of race
or previous condition,

“I tan say confidently there will be no
stute religlon. Church and state will be
sepmrate.

“As soon as the war Is over and Cuba
hus made a vigible demonstration of hep
existence us a government she will ussert
herself and request recognition, which she
will récelve immediately, I have no doubt."™

What Is the Juntaf

Tt may be sald that n junta does not ex-
ist in the United States at present. The
word lives. It Is In each of the papers
every diay, but the council that was the
Juntie in the Cuban rebeition of 188578 was
ili=solvedd by the United Btates government
when hostilitles ceased. It I8 really o con-

=ultive or legislative assembly for the whole
for one of the separale parts of a coun-
try. It must hive a president and secre-
tury, and all members are eqmal In gu-
thority. It Is twenly years since Cubans
have had such un  organization in the

to skim over the daily papers would take | U'nited States, There Is a Cuban revolutlon-

cleven weeks,
dally papers of the world would have to

pay £7.020 pounds, independent of postage |

or carriage.

There are over 43,00 newspapers in the | this party to be the actual governing

world, of which 5010 are dailies. Of each
L newspapers established in the four

lending countries of the world, the United |
States has 462: Great Britadn, 117 Germany. | inasmuch us comparntively little is heard

Newspupers are pub- of the president of the provisional govern-
different L'mguugu.j

127, and France, .
lished in elghty-one
while some of them are published in two
and even ‘more tongues.

An annunl subscribér to the |

arv party, with headquarters at No. 38 New
street. New York. and the Ameriean pub-
lic has mlmv&lfﬂl the word junta to this
organization. Many persons have supposed
now in control of the Cuban uvulnit-rr‘;!rz.r
This is not trus, but the mistake was
natural enough for an outsider to make,

ment in Cubn, and a great deul
of Gernernl Estrada Pulma, .mh;?.ﬁz
of General Estrada Falma.

¢

out many active and e¢fficlent soldlers In thel
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